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Rashtrakutas
As mentioned earlier, the Chalukyas of Badami were overthrown from power by the
Rashtrakutas who exercised their authority over the Deccan for about two centuries (753-973).
Their supremacy in the Deccan was so secure that they could participate in the struggle for
supremacy in the north along with such powers as the Gurjara Pratiharas and the Palas. Their
contribution to literature and fine arts is also noteworthy.
The wars of the Chalukyas with the Pallavas on the one hand and the advance of the
Arabs into Gujarat during the 8th century on the other are indicative of the chaotic political
condition of the times. This was taken advantage of by Dantidurga, the founder of the
Rashtrakuta family. He defied the Badami Chalukya suzerainty and established himself as an
independent ruler by 753 and ruled upto 758. Within that short period, he conquered the
areas upto Kanchi in the south and the Sindhu in the north. He was succeeded by his
paternal uncle, Krishna I (758-772), also known as Akalavarsha I, who conquered Konkan and
the Western Ganga kingdom of Talakad and consolidated his position. It was he who was
responsible for the carving out of the rock-temple of Kailasa at Eliora. Krishna was succeeded
by Govinda II (772-80) who helped his father in his campaigns as crown prince, There was a
conflict between Govinda II and Dhruva, his brother, in which the former was successful. After
ascending the throne, he seems to have got addicted to vices and relegated his powers to
his brother, Dhruva.
Dhruva (780-793) was one of the most notable kings of the family. In north India, Gurjara
Pratiharas and the Palas were fighting for supremacy. Dhruva also vied with them for power
and defeated the Pratihara ruler, Vatsaraja and the Pala ruler, Dharmapala. After these
victories in the north, Dhruva fought against the Eastern Chalukyas successfully and married
the daughter of Vishnuvardhana IV. The king, then, disciplined the insubordinate Kalinga chief,
Sivamara, imprisoned him and appointed his own son, Kambha, as the governor. Later, he
defeated Nandivarma II of the Pallava dynasty. He nominated his third son, Govinda III, as
his successor.
Govinda III (792-814) was one of the ablest rulers of the Rashtrakuta dynasty. Fearing
oppostion from his elder brother Kambha, the king released Sivamara, the Kaiinga chief,
from prison with the hope that he would fight against Kambha. But strangely, Kambha and
Sivamara joined hands, secured support from the Pallava ruler and opposed Govinda. The
combined attacks by a number of rulers belonging to the Paltava, Pandya, Chola, Chalukya,
Ganga, Maurya and Gurjara families were successfully repelled by Govinda. Kambha was
taken captive, but released and appointed as the governor of Gangavadl. Sivamara was again
imprisoned.
After his success over the Deccan and southern kingdoms, Govinda III led a successful
military campaign to the north. He turned to the south by about 800, when a number of
dynasties, opposed to the Rashtrakuta hegemony, attacked him once again. He defeated the